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2016 was a year of big changes and challenges 
–nationally, regionally and globally–, and also at 
CELE, where we went through our first change in 
management. I took over the direction of CELE in 
March, and it is with great satisfaction that I inform 
the conclusion of a rich and productive year.

CELE’s mission is to promote freedom of expression 
and access to information particularly in Latin America 
through targeted research and capacity building. In 
2016, we have strengthened our work with national, 
regional and international organizations, both 
governmental and non-governmental, and we have 
worked with researchers from different universities, 
countries and regions. The diversity of the people 
with whom we have collaborated greatly enhances 
our work and its impact. This year we have published 
different policy papers, articles and opinions, as well 
as a new book entitled “Internet & Human Rights II”, 
which compiles our researchers’ work regionally. 

This year we continued our work with our Freedom 
of Expression on the Internet Initiative (iLEI, for its 
Spanish acronym), developing research, comments 
and recommendations on issues of relevance 
nationally and regionally, and we participated in local 
and national parliamentary debates of a variety of 
bills regulating or potentially affecting the Internet.
Throughout the first semester of 2016, we carried 
out a new edition of the workshop “Towards a better 
regulation of the Internet in Latin America”. The 
event had an unprecedented level of participation 
and contributed to addressing current issues in 
depth, such as the right to be forgotten, zero-rating 
and net neutrality, and cyber security. Those who 
participated as trainers also contributed to the 
Center with research and articles that we will publish 
in 2017 in order to diversify their impact. 

Finally, during the second semester of the year, 
together with the UN and IACHR Special Rapporteurs 

for Freedom of Expression and the organization 
Article 19, CELE co-organized a regional consultation 
on human rights on the Internet. More than 30 
organizations and companies participated. The 
vast amount of information collected and the rich 
discussion on substantial issues will contribute to 
the reports that each of the rapporteurs is currently 
preparing for 2017.

Furthermore, on free expression and access 
to information, this year we participated in the 
parliamentary debate that originated the adoption 
of the first Access to Public Information Act in 
Argentina. Additionally, with UNESCO, we developed 
recommendations addressing new and persistent 
tensions between the press and the judiciary 
which were debated and discussed amongst 
distinguished representatives of the judiciary 
and the press. To present them, we invited Adam 
Liptak, The New York Times correspondent to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, and one of the few specialized 
journalists worldwide to report on Supreme Court 
decisions and their impact. 

I would like to thank all the researchers, collaborators 
and interns, and the numerous organizations and 
individuals that each year work with us. I also want 
to the University of Palermo Law School for their 
continued support. And, in this transitional year, 
I specially want to mention Eduardo Bertoni, co-
founder and previous director of CELE, for his vision 
and his work, for having guided and inspired us.

2016 ends with new and complex challenges for 
freedom of expression around the world. At CELE, 
we will continue our work with the conviction that 
freedom of expression is essential in a democratic 
society; that it has a profound impact on the ability to 
exercise and fully enjoy other human rights; and that 
it must be promoted, respected and guaranteed on 
a national, regional and international level.

Agustina Del Campo
Director, CELE
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Roberto Saba,
Member of CELE 
Academic Committee

One of the most important roles of universities is to offer 
contributions of technical quality to the debate of and the 
design of public policies aiming at improving the lives of the 
members of the community within which they exist. Targeted 
research and the promotion of diversified debates are two 
of the ways in which this valuable and basic objective is 
achieved. It was with that vision that in 2009 the Center for 
Studies on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information 
(CELE) was created within the sphere of the University of 
Palermo Law School, and it is currently ending a new year of 
intense work, after having reached significant achievements. 

Among CELE’s varied research lines, special prominence was 
given this year to the impact of human rights on the Internet, 
with particular emphasis on the right to freedom of expression. 
The Center participated in and contributed to debates held 
in both Houses of the National Congress, especially those 
dealing with anti-discriminatory regulations, liability of online 
intermediaries’, and access to public information. 

Among the several notable events of 2016, it is particularly 
worth mentioning the conference given by The New York Times 
prestigious journalist Adam Liptak, who shared experiences 
with a select group of journalists and local court officials. 
Together, they identified common issues and challenges that 
are typical of each national context. Another milestone within 
this year’s work was the workshop on internet regulation in 
which numerous organizations, local figures, activists and 
National Congress representatives participated.  

Finally, during the last year, the Center went through its first 
change in management. Eduardo Bertoni, its founder and 
director since 2009, passed the lead to Agustina Del Campo, 
whose professional experience and academic commitment 
guarantee a promising new period for CELE’s institutional 
life. Within its not so short history, the Center has become 
an essential voice in Argentina and Latin America’s public 
debate on freedom of expression and access to information, 
a responsibility that it will continue to carry out with its usual 
seriousness and strength. 

Staff

Sara Kohgadai
Research assistant. 
American University.

Johanna Caterina Faliero
Google Policy Fellow. 

Verónica Ferrari
Researcher. 

Elisa Trotta Gamus
Researcher.

Maia Levy Daniel
Researcher.

Paula Roko
Communications and Logistics 

Assistant.

Florencia Gómez Florentín. Communications and Logistics Assistant.

Paula Vargas
Researcher.

InteRnatIonal 
academIc commIttee 
• mariclaire acosta
Former director of the Democratic 
Governability Department and Special 
Adviser to the OAS. 

• Rosental alves
Director and professor at the Knight 
Center for Journalism in the Americas 
at University of Texas. 

• José Zalaquett
Former Commissioner and President 
of the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights.

• owen Fiss
Sterling Professor, Yale University 
Law School.

• catalina Botero marino
Former OAS Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression. Dean, University 
of Los Andes, Colombia. 

• cecilia medina Quiroga
Former Judge and President of the Inter-
American Court on Human Rights. 

• Santiago canton
Former OAS Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression and Professor, 
Master’s in International Human Rights 
Law, University of Buenos Aires.

UP academIc commIttee
• martín Farrell
Professor, UP. Director of Research and 
Doctorate, University of Palermo, Law 
School. Judge for the National Court of 
Appeals on Federal Civil and Commercial 
Matters since 1984.

• maría eva miljiker
Professor, UP. Legal Secretary at the 
National Supreme Court since 2007.

• Roberto Saba
Academic director at the Center for 
Postgraduate Studies and for the 
Master’s degree in Law at University of 
Palermo Law School.

WORK WITH CELE  
CELE offers university students and young professionals the opportunity to 
work as collaborators and research assistants. Candidates must be studying 
or have a degree in Law, International Relations, Communication Sciences, 
Political Sciences, Journalism and related disciplines.

Those interested in freedom of expression and access to information will find 
in CELE a space to learn and an opportunity to substantially contribute to our 
research and writings in furtherance of those rights. Collaborations generally 
last between 2 and 6 months.

Interested applicants must send a résumé and cover letter (no longer than a 
page) to cele@palermo.edu, with the subject “Convocatoria”. 
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> Freedom of Expression on the Internet 
Initiative (iLEI)
Given the deep democratizing impact that the Internet has had on freedom of expression, access to information, and many other 
essential rights, in 2012, the Center created the Freedom of Expression on the Internet Initiative (iLEI). The objective is to promote 
the implementation of human rights standards on the Internet, particularly in Latin America. Following CELE’s dynamics to affect 
change, iLEI promotes a better understanding of cutting edge issues affecting human rights on the internet through research and 
policy papers; and develops capacity building through conferences, seminars and workshops. 

• Publications

- Internet and Human Rights II. Contributions for the debate on 
public policies in Latin America

This book gathers CELE’s Freedom of Expression on the Internet 
Initiative (iLEI) most recent articles and publications in an effort to 
contribute to ongoing discussions on Internet regulation. Among the 
issues addressed there are Internet governance, copyright in light 
of technological changes, the use of the U.S.’s Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act (DMCA) to limit freedom of expression, challenges arising 
from the Internet of things, the right to be forgotten, intermediaries’ 
liability, and the regulation of non-consented pornography on the 
Internet (revenge porn).

- Internet Access in Argentina. Lessons Learned from the 
program “Argentina Conectada”

This report, written by Verónica Ferrari, provides an analysis 
of some of the key aspects in the implementation of the 
broadband national plan, “Argentina Conectada”. Given 
the increasing importance of internet access towards the 
fulfillment of essential rights, effective implementation of these 
kinds of programs is key for development, human rights and 
non-discrimination. Five years into its conception and with a 
new government in power, learning from the successes and 
failures of the past may contribute to building a better future.

- Report on the State of Surveillance of Communications in 
Argentina and at a Regional Level

On October 10th, the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), CELE 
and other Latin American organizations on digital rights launched 
a new research on the state of surveillance in the region. The 
reports included eight Latin American countries and the United 
States. Verónica Ferrari and Daniela Schnidrig, researchers for 
CELE, wrote the document corresponding to Argentina, analyzing 

surveillance laws and practices in our country in light of 
International Principles on Human Rights and Surveillance.

-Over-The-Top Services: Essential Principles for their 
Regulation In Argentina

This article, written by Maia Levy Daniel, seeks to map the debate 
on over-the-top-services (OTTs) and their regulation, identifying 
underlying basic principles that should be considered in 
developing an appropriate, human rights respectful, legal 
framework.

- The crime of ‘grooming’ within the current and projected 
criminal legislation in Argentina

In 2013, the inclusion of the crime of ‘grooming’ within the 
Criminal Code of Argentina generated controversies among 
different sectors. The objective of the article, written by Daniela 
Schnidrig, was to determine whether the proposed draft bill 
has been able to overcome its outlined criticism. The analysis 
encompasses the history of the bill, its substance, and the 
procedure followed towards its approval.

• Research

Areas of research
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• Activities • Prominent events

1) LACIGF9
CELE participated in the ninth edition of the 
Preparatory Meeting for Latin America and 
the Caribbean for the Internet Governance 
Forum -LACIGF-, in San José, Costa Rica, 
on July 27th-29th. The main event provided 
an opportunity to participate in a variety of 
regional meetings as well as consultations. 

2) IGF Argentina
CELE was part of the organizing committee 
for the first Internet Governance Forum in 
Argentina (IGF Argentina 2016). The event 
was held on October 24th-25th, at Centro 
Cultural Borges, in the City of Buenos Aires, 
and CELE participated in the panels “Internet, 
Society and Rights” and “Personal Data 
Protection and Removal of Internet Contents”.  

3) “Law, Borders and Speech” 
Conference, Stanford 
University
On October 24th-25th, CELE participated in the 
event “Law, Borders, and Speech”, organized 
by the Stanford Center for Internet and Society, 
Stanford University, California (United States). 
The event gathered a select group of scholars, 
practitioners, government and companies’ 
representatives to discuss jurisdiction on the 
Internet, attribution and limitations.  

4) IGF México
From December 5th to December 9th, CELE 
participated of the Internet Governance 
Forum (IGF) 2016, held in Guadalajara, 
Mexico. Within this setting, CELE co-
organized the panel “Markets, communities 
& public policies for access and human 
rights”, together with the Center for 
Technology and Society of the University of 
San Andrés. This conference delved deeply 
into the promotion of Internet access policies 
from a human rights point of view. 

1) Workshop “For a better regulation of 
the Internet in Latin America - #CELE16”
For the fourth consecutive year, CELE held the workshop “For a 
better regulation of the Internet in Latin America” at the Palermo 
University Law School, in Buenos Aires on June 15th and 16th. 
Scholars, activists, public officials, legislators and members 
of the judiciary participated in this activity. More than 30 civil 
society organizations, representing 14 countries in the region 
were in attendance. The topics covered this year included 
cyber security, the right to be forgotten, net neutrality, internet 
governance and copyright, among others. The workshop’s 
objective is to promote an open debate about some of the 
most relevant issues in the Latin-American legislative agenda, 
and to evaluate the implications and the impact of regulation 
on the full exercise of human rights. The speakers/moderators 
included Carolina Aguerre, Daniel Alvarez Valenzuela, Carlos 
Cortes Castillo, Beatriz Busaniche, Nelson Remolina Angarita, 
Agustina Del Campo, and Javier Pallero among others.

2) Presentation of the Guidelines for 
Responsible Use of Technology
Within the framework of the workshop, CELE presented 
the Guidelines for Responsible Use of Technology, a paper 
coordinated and elaborated by the Centre for Law and 
Democracy (CLD). The report was produced by CLD with the 
input from the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information 
(ANHRI, Egypt), the Centre for Internet & Society (CIS, India), 
OpenNet Korea, Ottawa University and the University of Toronto 
(both located in Canada), and CELE. The project objective was 

to generate guidelines for the private sector within six specific 
areas: access, net neutrality, content moderation, privacy, 
transparency, and State attacks against freedom of expression.

These guidelines were formally presented in an event 
organized by CLD in Canada, and in parallel events organized 
by the different participants in their respective countries. CELE 
attended its formal presentation in Canada and simultaneously 
organized an open class to introduce the Guidelines in Buenos 
Aires. Key regional experts were invited to present their 
comments and observations.

3) Regional Consultation along with OAS 
and UN Rapporteurs at the IGF 
Within the framework of the IGF, in Guadalajara, Mexico, and 
together with the Special Rapporteurs for Freedom of Expression 
of the OAS and the UN, and the organization Article 19, CELE 
co-organized a regional consultation on human rights on the 
Internet. Over 30 organizations and companies participated.

The consultation prompted a rich debate on issues of worldwide 
relevance, including net neutrality, private sector responsibility, 
and the right to be forgotten. Participants provided relevant 
information about the regional situation and contributed to 
the overall debate with opinions and positions. The materials 
gathered and the opinions received will contribute to the reports 
currently being prepared by the OAS and UN rapporteurs for 
March and June 2017, respectively. The consultation included, 
separately, a meeting with representatives of various regional 
States to receive comments, information, opinions and questions 
on the issues described above. 



Centro de Estudios en Libertad de Expresión y Acceso a la Información Centro de Estudios en Libertad de Expresión y Acceso a la Información

With the support of UNESCO, CELE drafted 
a new set of Guidelines for Judges and 
Journalists with the aim of promoting a 
respectful and collaborative relationship with 
both sectors, highlighting the importance 
of the rights to freedom of expression 
and access to information, and proposing 
specific actions, issues and challenges 
common to journalists and judges. 

In this framework, CELE and UNESCO, with 
the support of the Argentine Journalism 
Forum (FOPEA, for its Spanish acronym) 
and the Association of Argentine Journalism 
Organizations (ADEPA, for its Spanish 
acronym), held a conference on May 19th. 
Adam Liptak, the United States Supreme 
Court correspondent for The New York Times, 
was invited as the keynote speaker. Other 
speakers included María Bourdin, Secretary 
of Communications and Open Government 
for the Federal Supreme Court (CSJN), 
Romina Manguel, journalist specialized in 
judicial matters, and Guilherme Canela, 
UNESCO Adviser in Communications and 
Information for MERCOSUR. 

Within the framework of this conference, 
CELE also held a workshop for renowned 
journalists and distinguished members of 
the judiciary. On the basis of the preliminary 
version of the Guidelines, CELE promoted an 
exchange of opinions and ideas on issues 
common to the different countries, finally 
agreeing on specific recommendations. 
Participants to the workshop included 
Adam Liptak; Víctor Abramovich, Supreme 
Court’s Attorney General; Juan Corvalán, 
Assistant Attorney General for Contentious, 
Administrative and Financial Matters of the 
Autonomous City of Buenos Aires; Guilherme 
Canela; José María Costa, Advisor and 
Director of Transparency and Access to 
Public Information for the Supreme Court 
of Justice of Paraguay; and a select group 
of journalists specialized in the subject. The 
results of the meeting were an important 
input towards finalizing the Guidelines. 

> Freedom
of expression

In 2016, the Legislature held the debate on the Access to 
Public Information Law in Argentina. CELE attended the 
specific hearings on the issue, and contributed to the debate 
with comments and writings. In April, CELE, together with other 
organizations, took part of the Public Hearing organized by the 
House of Representatives. Moreover, in June CELE attended 
the Senate’s plenary meeting. Finally, the law was passed in 
September and many of the changes proposed by scholars 
and civil society organizations were taken into account. 

Furthermore, this year CELE supported and attended the 
1st Regional Celebration Conference on the Access to 
Information International Day, organized by UNESCO Regional 
Office and the Supreme Court of Paraguay. The conference 
was held in Asuncion del Paraguay, on September 28th, with 
the support of OAS Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of 
Expression, and the Supreme Court of Paraguay among others. 
After 10 years from the ruling of the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights in the case Claude Reyes et. al. vs. Chile, the 
event aimed at analyzing the main challenges for the access to 
public information regional agenda.  

> Access to information
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Objectives
• To develop studies, guides and recommendations capable of shaping and changing 

public policies affecting the rights to freedom of expression and access to 
information.

• To foster a deeper study of these issues together with other academic entities and 
disciplines. 

• To raise awareness on the importance of the rights to freedom of expression 
and access to information in democratic societies, especially among the younger 
generations. 

About CELE
The Center for Studies on Freedom of Expression and Access 
to Information (CELE) was founded in 2009 at University of 
Palermo Law School with the overarching goal of promoting 
freedom of expression and access to information through 
targeted research and capacity building. CELE’s goal is to 
develop useful studies, guides and papers for civil society 
organizations, journalists, and governmental and academic 
institutions working on the defense and the promotion of the 

rights to freedom of expression and access to information, 
primarily in Latin America. 

CELE was created to respond to the need for spaces for the 
debate on the importance, the content and the limits of the rights 
to freedom of expression and access to information in the Latin 
American region. The Center intends to dialogue and  collaborate 
with other academic entities in Argentina and  Latin America.

Founding Sources

• Open Society Justice Initiative 
• UNESCO
• Global Partners Digital
• Google Inc.
• Ford Foundation


